It was a great pleasure for the Museum of Natural History and Archaeology at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology to host the 18th International Symposium on Chironomidae in Trondheim, July 4-6, 2011. The three days of presentations, conversations and discussions were memorable and we are genuinely pleased that 78 participants from 36 countries found their way up North. Moreover, it was nice to see that numerous Master and PhD-students attended the meeting and that the recruitment to chironomid research is promising.
The International Symposia on Chironomidae are popular events on the calendar of chironomidologists. The reasons might be many, but we think that the collegial atmosphere and interesting mix of research topics contribute considerably to the popularity of these meetings. Although variable in size, the meetings have been continuous since the start in Plön, Germany in 1964. The organizer of the first meeting and primus motor for activities in the chironomid research society for many years was Prof. Ernst Josef Fittkau, who sadly passed away on May 12 this year, 84 years old. We think it is safe to say that several symposia would not have been the same without his commitment to the chironomid worker community and would like to dedicate these proceedings to him.
Chironomidae research has been applied in several new and interesting areas over the years. One relatively recent application is in stable isotope analysis of subfossil sediments. Prof. Oliver Heiri from the Oeschger Centre for Climate Change Research at the University of Bern gave us a good overview and presented new results from this exciting field in the Thienemann-lecture.
The accompanying article by Heiri et al. in this volume gives an overview of the development and future challenges in stable isotope analyses of chironomid remains.
Papers from an additional 22 presentations at the symposium are published in these proceedings. The topics are diverse and span from palaeontology to ecology, taxonomy and genetics. Although far from all presentations at the meeting are represented here, it is our opinion that the proceedings gives an appropriate picture of the scientific activity at the symposium.
We would like to thank all authors for submitting their papers to these proceedings and especially thank all the reviewers for their effort and valuable comments on the submitted manuscripts. Thanks also to the Research Council of Norway, The Royal Norwegian Society of Sciences and Letters, the Norwegian Directorate for Nature Management for making the conference in Trondheim possible and to our university and the City of Trondheim for hosting the meeting.
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